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REF: OTTAWA 2055 

1. FOLLOWING IS THE ENGLISH TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER 
TRUDEAU'S AUGUST 27 STATEMENT RECALLING PARLIAMENT TO 
LEGISLATE AN END TO CANADA'S NATIONAL RAIL STRIKE. THE 
PRE-RECORDED STATEMENT WAS ALSO BROADCASTED AT THE SAME TIME IN 
FRENCH BY THE PRIME MINISTER. QUOTE: I WANT TO SPEAK TO YOU 
TONIGHT AS PRIME MINISTER OF A COUNTRY THAT MUST 
DEAL QUICKLY WITH A NATIONAL EMERGENCY. 

THAT EMERGENCY IS THE RAIL STRIKE.. .A ROTATING STRIKE 
WHICH HAS NOW BECOME GENERAL.. .A DISPUTE WHICH CONTINUES, 

DESPITE OUR MOST INTENSE EFFORTS TO NEGOTIATE ITS END... 

A DISPUTE WHICH IS HURTING CANADIANS EVERYWHERE. 

TONIGHT, I HAVE ASKED THE SPEAKER TO RECALL THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE, TO LEGISLATE AN 
END TO THIS PARALYSIS OF OUR RAILWAY SYSTEM. THE GOVERN- 
MENT WILL ASK PARLIAMENT TO PASS LEGISLATION PROVIDING FOR 
THE RESTORATION OF RAIL SERVICE, THROUGH A PROCESS THAT 
WOULD BE FAIR AND EQUITABLE TO ALL PARTIES. 
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WE REACHED THIS DECISION WITH RELUCTANCE. IT IS NOT A 
LIGHT THING, TO INTERFERE WITH THE FREE DETERMINATION OF 
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WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS BETWEEN LABOR AND MANAGEMENT. 
UNTIL LAST WEEK, THE PEOPLE OF CANADA - WITH CONSIDERABLE 
FORTITUDE MANAGED TO LIVE WITH THE PRESSURES OF INCON- 
VENIENCES OF ROTATING STRIKES. BUT LAST THURSDAY. THE 
STRIKE BECAME GENERAL. THIS NATIONWIDE RAIL SERVICE 
INTERRUPTION IS NOW CAUSING SERIOUS DAMAGE; WE CANNOT LIVE 
WITH SUCH DISRUPTIONS ANY LONGER. 

-FOR INSTANCE, ON VANCOUVER ISLAND, IN THE PROVINCES OF 
NEWFOUNDLAND AND PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND AND MANY PARTS OF 
THE NORTH, ENTIRE COMMUNITIES ARE ISOLATED, OR RISK BEING 
CUT OFF. 

-IN MANY INDUSTRIAL AND RESOURCE AREAS OF CANADA. THOUSANDS 
OF WORKERS ARE BEING LAID OFF, AND SEVERAL KEY PLANTS 
ARE ABOUT TO CLOSE DOWN ENTIRELY. SMALL BUSINESSMEN ARE 
ALSO EMPERILLED IN THEIR ABILITY TO OPERATE. 

-AT A TIME WHEN ALL CANADIANS ARE VIGOROUSLY DETERMINED 
TO CONTROL THE PRICES WE PAY FOR FOOD. THE RAIL STRIKE IS 
JEOPARDIZING THE EFFICIENT MOVEMENT OF GRAINS AND FRESH 
MEATS; IN A FEW AREAS, FOOD IS REPORTED TO BE IN DANGER 
OF ROTTING IN BOXCARS. 

OVER THE WEEKEND, THE MINISTER OF LABOR, MR. MUNRO, MADE 
FINAL AND INTENSIVE EFFORTS TO PERSUADE THE PARITES TO SETTLE 
THE DISPUTE. FOLLOWING AN APPRAISAL FROM THE MINISTER OF 
LABOR THIS MORNING, THE CABINET DECIDED TO PERMIT 
NEGOTIATIONS TO CONTINUE FOR A FEW MORE HOURS. ..SINCE THERE 
APPEARED TO BE SOME NEW HOPE FOR A QUICK SETTLEMENT. TO- 
NIGHT, THAT HOPE HAS GONE. 

IF THE STOPPAGE CONTINUES MUCH LONGER, SERIOUS DAMAGE COULD 
RESULT TO THE NATIONAL ECONOMY, AND TO CANADIANS AS CONSUMERS. 
THIS THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CANNOT ALLOW TO HAPPEN. THE 
GOVERNMENT HAS THEREFORE BEEN OBLIGED TO ASSERT THE INTEREST 
OF THE COUNTRY AS A WHOLE, OVER THE INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS AND 
INTERESTS OF THE PARTIES TO THE DISPUTE. 

IN RECALLING PARLIAMENT, OUR FIRST PRIORITY WILL BE THE 
IMMEDIATE RESTORATION OF RAIL SERVICE THROUGHOUT CANADA. I 
ALSO WANT TO ASSURE THE RAILWAY UNIONS AND MANAGEMENTS THAT 
THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO RESPECT THEIR INTERESTS. OF 
COURSE, ANY SETTLEMENT MUST ALSO BE EQUITABLE TO THE INTERESTS 
OF ALL CANADIANS. I AM SURE THAT WILL BE PARLIAMENT'S CONCERN, 
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AND I HOPE IT WILL BE THE CONCERN OF THE RAILWAYS AND UNIONS 
AS WELL. UNQUOTE. 

JOHNSON 
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